


Domestic Partnership Registry and Certificate Program 
 
 

Dear Colleagues. 
 
Background: In late December 2024, I was approached by some Pine Lake residents who 
are in a committed Domestic Partnership. They are struggling with healthcare insurance 
coverage issues, which could be easily resolved if Pine Lake were to recognize, register and 
certify Domestic Partnerships within our City, for both same-sex and opposite sex couples. 
 
Upon researching the issue, I discovered that Atlanta, Athens-Clarke County, Avondale 
Estates, Clarkston, and Decatur. All offer the Registration and Certification of Domestic 
Partnerships as a service to their residents. It can be done by Ordinance or Resolution. 
Avondale Estates, Clarkston, and Decatur, all enacted their programs in late 2013 by 
Resolution, and all seem to be working well for their residents.  
I did have a phone conversation with Ms. Tomika Mitchell, City Clerk for the City of 
Clarkston for the last 5 years, and she confirms that they have had no issue or complaints 
with the program.  
 
I am proposing that we follow the Clarkston model. Clarkston City Clerk Mitchell kindly 
provided all of the documents needed to get a program started in Pine Lake. 
 
I would like to add this our upcoming work session on either 1/14/2025 or 2/11/2025, and 
voted on at the earliest possible date. 
 
Thank you, 
Tom Ramsey, Council Member 
  



City of Pine Lake 
 

Pine Lake City Council Work Session 
 

January 14, 2025 or February 11, 2025 
 

Subject: Proposed Resolution to Establish a Domestic Partnership Registry and Certificate 
Program 
 
Sponsor: Tom Ramsey, Council Member 
 
Purpose: To consider and approve the attached Domestic Partnership Registry and 
Certificate Program Resolution 
 
Need/Impact: The proposed Resolution grants official recognition and registration of both 
same-sex and opposite-sex Domestic Partnerships living in the City of Pine Lake. 
In 2013, our neighboring cities in DeKalb County, Avondale Estates, Clarkston, and 
Decatur, were among the first cities in the State of Georgia to take this official action. In 
solidarity of their bold action more than a decade ago, and in recognition of the broad 
diversity and open accepting nature of the Pine Lake community, we are proposing to 
adopt a similar Resolution. 
 
With respect to the City’s authority to do so, the Mayor of Avondale (at the time in 2013) 
describe the Resolution as “ the provision of a new service for our residents and as a 
means of showing respect and recognition to the many couples we have living in our city  
that may want to receive a Domestic Partnership Certificate” 
 
Residents would be able to request a Domestic Partnership Certificate during normal 
business hours at City Hall and be entered into a new Domestic Partnership Registry.  
Pursuant to the Resolution, after filing an Affidavit of Domestic Partnership along with 
copies of certain documentation to confirm co-habitation, the couple would be issued a 
“Certificate of Domestic Partnership” signed by the Mayor.  
 
To be considered for a Certificate of Domestic Partnership, you must bring the 
following to your appointment: 

1. A State or Government-issued ID 
2. Proof of joint residency with co-applicant. This includes: 

1. Utility bill 
2. Bank statement 
3. Tax bill 
4. Property deed 
5. Current paystub 
6. State ID 

This document must prove that both applicants reside at the same address.  



This Certificate may make it easier to show evidence of Domestic Partnership to receive 
healthcare benefits, gain hospital visitation rights, and access other rights already afforded 
to married couples. 
 
 
 
Recommendations: It is this Council Member’s recommendation to quickly adopt the 
attached Resolution to establish a Domestic Partnership Registry and Certificate Program. 
  



A RESOLUTION (DRAFT) 
 

Whereas, the City of Pine Lake recognizes that all forms Domestic Partnership are valid 
and deserving of respect and recognition; and 
 
Whereas, the City of Pine Lake desires to provide for the official recognition, registry, and 
certification of Domestic Partners residing within the City; and 
 
Whereas, a “Domestic Partnership” for the purpose of this Resolution is defined as “two 
people of the opposite or same gender who live together in the mutually intended 
dependence of a single home”. 
 
Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved By the City Council and Mayor of the City of Pine Lake, to 
hereby direct the City Manager to receive requests for Domestic Partnership Certificates 
and , upon a showing by the applicants that they are bonafide Domestic Partners residing 
within the City of Pine Lake, to place such certified Domestic Partnerships on a registry to 
be maintained at City Hall. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that upon the registry of a Domestic Partnership pursuant to this 
Resolution, the Mayor will sign and issue a Certificate of Domestic Partnership to the 
Domestic Partners so recognized. 
 
So Resolved, this day of _______________________, 2025 
 
The Mayor and City Council of Pine Lake, Georgia 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Brandy Hall, Mayor 
 
 
Witness: 
 
________________________________________________ 
 
Ned Dagenhard, Asst. City Clerk 
 
 
 
  



Affadavit of Partnership 
Declaration of Committed Relationship for Domestic Partnership 

 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Please select the correct answer: 
 ORIGINAL  AMENDMENT 
1. Are you a resident of the City of Pine Lake? Yes or No 
2. Have you previously filed a Declaration of Committed Relationship with the City of Pine 
Lake ? 
If “Yes”, when? ________________________________________________________________ 
DECLARATION 
We, the undersigned, declare that: 
1. We are two people at least 18 years of age and competent to enter into a contract; 
2. We share the same primary, regular and permanent residence (documentation must be 
submitted verifying joint residency); 
3. We have a committed personal relationship that is mutually interdependent and 
intended to be lifelong; 
4. We are not married to anyone or legally separated from anyone; 
5. We are not related by blood closer than would bar marriage in this state; 
6. This is our sole committed relationship; 
7. We agree to file a notice of change or termination of our relationship, within 30 days, if 
any of the facts set out in this definition change; 
8. We are jointly responsible for our necessities of life. 
AFFIDAVIT 
We do hereby affirm, under penalty of perjury, that the assertions in this Declaration are 
true and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. 
 
 
 
Resident Signature Date                      Partner Signature Date 
 
 
 
NOTARIZATION 
STATE OF ______________________ COUNTY OF ________________ 
 
The foregoing affidavit was acknowledged before me this ________day of ______________, 
20_____. 
By: __________________________________, Notary Public My Commission Expires: 
___________ 
(Notary Signature/Seal) 
 
Print Resident Name(Last, First, Middle) :   Print Partner Name (Last, First, Middle): 
Date of Birth:     Date of Birth: 



Address: City: State: Zip: 
 
For Official Use Only 
Affidavit and supporting documentation received/certified by _______________________ 
on_____________. 
This certificate number ____________________. Cross reference certificate number 
__________________. 
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